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Justice for All
The report of the Task Force on Justice



The Pathfinders for Peaceful, 
Just and Inclusive Societies



The Pathfinders for Peaceful, Just 
and Inclusive Societies is a group of 
UN member states, international 
organizations, global partnerships, 
civil society, and the private sector, 
hosted by the NYU Center on 
International Cooperation. We 
work to accelerate the delivery of 
the SDG targets for peace, justice 
and inclusion (SDG16+).

At the UN General Assembly meeting in 2017, the Pathfinders 
launched a Roadmap for Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies.



Targets 

…this is a shift from SDG16 to SDG16+

Promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, providing access to justice for all and building 
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

24 targets from seven other goals directly measure
an aspect of peace, inclusion, or access to justice 

…but this goal should not be seen in isolation…

SDG16 sets 12 targets for… 



Peaceful
societies

All forms of violence (16.1)

Violence against children (16.2)

Violence against 
women and girls (5.2)

Child and forced 
marriage, female 
genital mutilation (5.3)

Child labor, child 
soldiers (8.7)

Safe migration (10.7)

Forced and modern slavery 
and human trafficking (8.7)Arms flows (16.4)

Safe public spaces (11.7), 
education facilities (4.a), 
housing (11.1), workplaces 
(8.8) and transport (11.2)

Culture of peace and 
non-violence (4.7)



Just
societies

Rule of law and access to 
justice (16.3)

Illicit financial flows, 
stolen assets, organized 
crimes (16.4)

Corruption and 
bribery (16.5)

Legal identity (16.9)

Equal pay for work of 
equal value (8.5)

Labor rights (8.8)

Equal opportunity laws, 
policies and practices (10.3)

Policies for greater 
equality (10.4)

Non-discriminatory laws 
and policies (16.b)

Policies and legislation 
for gender equality (5.c)

Discrimination against 
women and girls (5.1)

Equal access to 
education (4.5)

Education on human rights 
and gender equality (4.7)



Inclusive
societies

Effective, accountable and transparent 
institutions at all levels (16.6)

Institutions and policies for 
poverty eradication (1.b), 
inclusive urbanization (11.3), 
violence prevention (16.a), 
tax collection (17.1)

Migration policies (10.7)

Global financial and 
economic institutions (10.5, 10.6)

Equitable trade system (17.10)

Participation in global 
governance (16.8)

Social, economic and 
political inclusion (10.2)

Inclusive and participatory 
decision-making (16.7)

Women’s participation 
and leadership (5.5)

Public access to information (16.10)

Promotion of global 
citizenship (4.7)



The Roadmap for Peaceful, Just and 
Inclusive Societies provides a 
foundation for accelerated delivery 
of the SDG16+ targets.

The Pathfinders will act as 
a platform for action.



National delivery
Increase national ambition, 

coherence, innovation, 
and reporting

A growing number 
of pathfinder countries 
fulfill commitments to 

implement SDG16+

International delivery
Strengthens strategies and 

momentum at international 
and regional levels

International and regional 
partners increase support 
for delivery of elements of 

the roadmap

Grand challenges
Use three ‘grand challenges’ 

to build ambition and as a 
focus for learning

Increased political will and 
strengthened strategies for 

justice, inclusion and 
violence prevention
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Increasingly peaceful, just and inclusive societies 
which are free from fear and violence

Medium term

Long term

Accelerated delivery of the SDG16+ targets ahead of the High-level Political Forum 
in 2019

Platform created to scale up in the 2020s



The Task Force 
on Justice



The Task Force on Justice is working to accelerate implementation of 
the commitment made in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development to provide equal access to justice for all. 

The Task Force on Justice is an initiative of the Pathfinders 
for Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies.

Germán Carlos Garavano
Minister of Justice and Human 

Rights, Argentina

Sigrid Kaag
Minister for Foreign Trade and 

Development Cooperation, The 
Netherlands

Priscilla Schwartz
Attorney-General and Minister 

of Justice, Sierra Leone

Hina Jilani
An Elder

Co-chairs







Building just societies

Place justice at the heart of 
sustainable development

Put people at the center of 
justice systems

Move from justice for the 
few to justice for all



Why we need 
Justice for All

4.5 billion
Are excluded from social, economic, and political 
opportunities that the law provides

1.5 billion
Have justice problems they cannot solve

253 million
Live in extreme conditions of injustice, 
without any meaningful legal protections

The Global 
Justice 
Ga          p

5.1 billion people 
deprived of justice



Injustice is costly

Without justice, people and 
societies fail to reach their full 
potential. 

People with justice problems 
lose an average of one month’s 
wages 

Everyday justice problems cost 
countries 0.5-3% of their GDP

Every dollar invested in justice 
leads to $16 in benefits from 
reduced conflict risk

Expenditure on people-centered
justice delivers a high return on 
investment

What would it cost to 
provide justice for all?



Building Just 
Societies

Resolve Justice Problems

Prevent Justice Problems



Violence and crime, in a public sphere, at work and at home

Disputes over housing or land, or conflicts with neighbors

Family disputes, for example around divorce and inheritance

Problems at work, whether as an employee or business owner

Problems with money and debt, or consumer problems

Difficulties related to access and quality of public services

Common Problems



Resolve



Promote trust
in justice systems

Provide people with a reasonable
expectation that their rights will be

protected, their disputes managed peacefully, and 
that they will be safeguarded from abuses of power.

Tackle the root causes of injustice
Provide legal identity and other documentation and 
empower communities and marginalized groups to 

realize their rights and overcome unfairness.

Prevent and 
de-escalate disputes

Preventing criminal, 
organized and 
interpersonal violence

Preventing conflict 
and instability

Promoting inclusion 
and protecting rights

Use the law to reduce risk
Strengthen legislative frameworks for violence 

prevention and implement laws and 
regulations that make it less likely 

that disputes will arise 
or escalate.

Prevent



Agenda for Action

National level recommendations

International level recommendations



Resolve the justice problems that matter most to people
Understand justice problems through regular surveys • Recognize, finance, and protect 
justice defenders • Provide access to people-centered justice services • Use cost-
effective alternatives to help people resolve disputes and gain redress.

Prevent justice problems and enable people 
to participate in their society and economy
Implement multi-sectoral prevention strategies • Increase 
independence, combat corruption, and ensure independent 
oversight • Tackle structural injustices • Strengthen laws and 
regulations to reduce the risk of violence and the number of 
disputes

Invest in justice systems and institutions that work for people 
and that are equipped to respond to their need for justice 
Provide open access to justice data • Create a supportive regulatory environment 
for innovation • Develop a national roadmap for financing justice for all • Increase 
representation in the justice system and implement new governance models.

National 
action



Support national implementation
Register voluntary commitments to implement SDG16.3 and help 
governments develop credible, realistic, and funded strategies to 
implement these commitments.

Increase justice leadership
Hold a biennial meeting of Ministers of Justice, 
Attorneys General, and other justice leaders.

Measure progress
Agree a new SDG16.3 indicator to measure 
progress on civil justice.

Intensify cooperation
Form an alliance of international and regional 
justice partners and a funders’ collaborative.

Build the movement
Amplify demand for change through global, national, and local movements 
that campaign for justice for all. 

International 
action



Call to Action

High-level Political Forum in July 
2019 and SDG Summit in September

From commitments to results in the 
decade of delivery for the 2030 Agenda

Mobilize further actions to accelerate 
implementation:



www.justice.sdg16.plus

David Steven
david.steven@nyu.edu
@davidsteven


